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Synopsis

Five hundred years ago an ltalian whose name, translated into English, meant Christopher Dove,
came to America and began a process not of discovery, but incursion -- "a ruthless, angry search
for wealth" that continues to the present day. This provocative and superbly written book gives a
true assessment of Columbus’s legacy while taking the first steps toward its redemption. Even as he
draws a direct line between the atrocities of Spanish conquistadors and the ongoing pillage of our
lands and waters, Barry Lopez challenges us to adopt an ethic that will make further depredations
impossible. The Rediscovery of North America is a ringingly persuasive call for us, at long last, to

make this country our home.
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Customer Reviews

A National Book Award winner for Arctic Dreams, Lopez here offers a polemical assessment of the

legacy of Columbus. Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

"Eloquent, deep-reaching...may heads of state, students and stock clerks alike read this important

volume; and may we all listen to its lesson." -- Bloomsbury Review

I'd give out 5 stars if he elaborated more...there seem to be so many ideas he could have explored,
but | realize this originated as a lecture; | just wish he would have expanded his original thoughts

when publishing it in book form.



Every high school teacher in America should consider teaching this book. Lopez examines a
paradiagm that has dominated since the time of early exploration andEvery history or social studies

educator should read this book and consider teaching it to their students.

Interesting take on the conquering of North America. When the idea is suggested, it is very easy to

believe and see happening. Short and quick read!

This brief and dazzling essay plumbs the depths of human selfishness to distill an abiding message
for this and all times. Lopez has a distinctive ability to appraise the beauty of nature and culture and
to highlight the links between the two which can strengthen us as individuals and societies. The

message of biophilia, explored by EO Wilson, has not been articulated more strongly.

Two decades after the book was published, the concentration of wealth in the hands of the few has
grown worse. Today the destruction of the physical world Lopez describes is mirrored in the slow

destruction of hope in people.

A must read. And one to share with many. Short book. Simply poetic prose. Profound in its

meaning. Lopez is beyond compare.

For anyone looking for an accurate portrayal of the founding principles and values of this country
and how they still influence our modern culture to the detriment of the environment, animals and

women...... a must read.

Barry Lopez never disappoints.
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